
award winning Joggins Fossil 
Centre that was opened in 

2008. 

 This is a lot of visitors. Imagine 
a capacity crowd at a Montreal 
Canadiens home game. That's 
how many passed through the 
Centre in the months from 

April to October last year. 

 So take the family for a 
great day-trip to the Joggins 
Fossil Centre. Tell the kids to 
leave their smart phones and 
iPads at home and have some 
conversations with them for a 

change. 

 When you get there 
enjoy a visit to the interpretive 
gallery followed by an expert 
guided tour of the beach and 

cliffs. 

 The Centre also has the 
Roundhouse Cafe, and a nice 
website with all the information 

you need for the trip. 

 How much longer are the 
Joggins cliffs going to yield fossil 
specimens from more than 300 
million years ago? This question 
faced the authors of the 
application for UNESCO Heritage 

Site designation for the cliffs. 

 The application process involved 
the submission of a comprehensive 
document present ing the case for 

the sought-for designation.  

 In answer to the key question 
"What are the prospects for 
ongoing discoveries at the site?" The 
Joggins project team must have 
enjoyed composing this following 

response. 

 “Unlike many other fossil sites, 
which are of a restricted area 
or degraded due to weathering, 
The Joggins Fossil Cliffs will 
continue to yield new discoveries 
frequently and on an ongoing 
basis. The fossil bearing beds 
continue inland from the cliffs and 
are protected for a distance of 30 
kilometres, and at the present rate 
of erosion (up to .25 metres a 
year) will continue to expose and 
yield new discoveries for an 

estimated 120,000 years.” 

Next question. 

 It's been six years now since the 
designation was awarded. In the 
whole of North America there are 
only 20 such sites that have 
received this UNESCO designation 
for their natural heritage value, 
and Joggins Fossil Cliffs is one of 

them. 

 I have taken the time to visit each 
of the other nineteen sites online 
and I have to tell you that Joggins 

Fossil Cliffs is a standout. 

 Yes, there are household names 

in this list such as Yellowstone, 
Grand Canyon and Yosemite 

National Parks in the U.S. 

 In Canada, we have Gros Morne 
National Park, the Canadian 
Rockies and others in this natural 

heritage category.  

 But Joggins is so unique because 
it reaches far back across "the 

abyss of time" in so many ways. 

 Where else can you see fossils 
of primitive trees and the earliest 
creatures that lived well before 
the dinosaurs, flowers and 

grasses arrived on earth? 

 Where ·else can you stand on 
ground that once on the equator 
and part of the only continent on 
earth a t  the  t ime , ca l led  

Pangea? 

 Where else can you reach 
back in time to days that lasted 
22 hours and there were 400 
days in a year; all because our 
planet was spinning a lot faster 

on its axis back then? 

 Where else can you see a 
s teady  s t ream  o f  new ly 
discovered specimens from that 
era? There were 11 such finds last 

year. 

 Charles Darwin, who along 
with Albert Einstein and Sir Isaac 
Newton are judged to be the 
three greatest scientists that ever 
lived, wrote of the importance of 
the discoveries in Joggins to his 
work on his theory of evolution. A 
visit to Joggins would definitely 
have been on his bucket list, but it 

was not to be. 

 Word of Joggins' popularity 
is getting around. This past 
year some 19,000 visitors from 
around the world visited the 
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